
Paul Kaminsky 
Plano Independent School District Board of Trustees Candidate 

Place 2 
 

1. List your involvement in any school, civic, faith-based or volunteer organizations. What 
do you believe has been your greatest achievement in these organizations? What have 
you learned from your involvement? 

Upon my retirement from the US Army (1998), I became involved in my children's 
education.   I started as a daily parent-volunteer working for 9 years a teacher helper.  My job 
was not always in the copy room, but rather working with challenging students allowing 
teachers to concentrate on achieving classroom goals.  When my youngest reached middle 
school, I became a substitute teacher.  To date, I have 13 years of classroom/school 
experience.  My greatest achievement/success is when a student comes up to me and tells me 
I wish you were my teacher ...can you imagine making that kind of impression on a child?  It 
means more to me than any certificate or award.   I have learned that education begins at 
home with parents committed to their children and supported by teachers who share their 
commitment. 

2. What are the four top objectives or goals you would have as a trustee Question 2:   

First and foremost, is providing a safe, secure environment for learning. No parent should 
ever have to worry about a child not coming home. 

Provide teachers with all the tools necessary for providing a quality education to every 
student. This has to include the ability of a teacher to "fail" students who make no effort to 
learn. 

Treat every tax-dollar as a precious resource by ensuring those dollars are used efficiently 
used for the purpose of education not for personal egos or empire building. 

Develop a "track" system for meeting the needs of all of our students.   Not all our parents 
can afford to send their children to college. Many parents are facing tough financial choices 
as taxes rise along with gasoline and food prices. Our students should have several 
educational tracks to follow including trade/ vocational training. There is no shame in 
preparing students for a vocation. 

3. What do you consider the top education-related legislative issues this year? 

The top education-related is the repeal of the "Robin Hood" law. Since its inception, Plano 
residents have handed over approximately $1,2000,000,000 to the State of Texas. Hopefully, 
the recent legal decision will allow Plano to keep (our) monies and allow us to build a 
financially secure education system. 



4. Demographically, Plano is changing. What are the challenges and opportunities this 
brings to the district? What would you propose the district do to capitalize on these 
challenges and opportunities?  

 

Changing demographics may seem very scary to some, however it is a reality of America . In fact, 
America is a nation of change and immigrants.  The challenge is to assimilate people with deep 
ethnic roots into becoming Americans.   Our country's history has shown ethnic groups take root 
in America and thrive mainly because immigrants to this country learn to understand the power 
of advancement through education.   At this moment in time, we have the opportunity to embrace 
those who make up this changing demographic  and teach them the power and opportunities of 
education.   How do we do this?  We do this by outreach programs sponsored by community 
organizations, churches, school events, and social media working to accomplish this goal. 

5. If the legislature fails to provide additional funding or decreases funding for public 
education this year, first, how would you propose that the district raise the dollars 
necessary to provide an excellent education? Second: What programs, personnel or 
activities would you propose that the district cut 

The Texas Legislature has already failed the residents of Plano via "Robin Hood" or better put, the 
reallocation of wealth. The future looks very bleak for any additional funds coming out of 
Austin. The federal government is literally taxing the ever-shrinking number of taxpayers into 
bankruptcy. Gas and food prices are rising which hurts us a ll. Any property tax increase will 
further hurt those struggling.  I cannot in good conscience increase the tax burden upon the 
residents of Plano as our property taxes still flow to Austin for redistribution. PISD must plan for 
a "worst case" funding case scenario by conducting a line by line review of every budget item. 
Those items which are not essential should be identified as a potential cut.  For example, is a 
project/problem based learning academy worth the cost? If we have 71school principals why do 
we need 92 assistant school principals?  Do we need 44 elementary schools?  Can we consolidate 
schools?  Is a convocation event necessary when so many teachers are opposed to it?  The bottom 
line being, we must prepare for the worst financial reality and hope it will never happen. 

 

	  

	  


