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1. List your involvement in any school, civic, faith-based or volunteer organizations. What 
do you believe has been your greatest achievement in these organizations? What have 
you learned from your involvement? 
 

I have coached youth hockey through PSA, facilitated a 9 month long bible study group in 
Christian beliefs at Christ United Methodist Church, worked with my wife to help a family 
through Project Hope (also through CUMC), was a member of the Spring 2005 class of the Plano 
Citizen Police Academy and a was member of the DART Community Advisory Panel.  The most 
fundamental lesson from all of these is the same, anything can be accomplished with teamwork.  
I feel my greatest accomplishment has been to make a positive impact in other people's lives, 
either teaching sportsmanship or helping a family break the cycle of poverty. 
 

2. What are the four top objectives or goals you would have as a trustee? 
 

I'm don't have a list of distinct goals or objectives per se, so perhaps I can sum up what I hope to 
accomplish if elected.  My step daughter is currently a 5th grader at Skaggs. I see the most 
important aspect of my role as her parent is to do everything in my power to raise her to be the 
best adult she can be. I want her to be as prepared as possible to meet and overcome any 
challenge she might face once she leaves school and enters what most assuredly will be a highly 
competitive global work place.  To that end I see becoming a school board trustee as a natural 
extension, by helping to create an environment all Plano parents can engage to raise their own 
children to be the best adults they can be.  

3. What do you consider the top education-related legislative issues this year? 
 
Of the 5 identified by the Plano ISD leadership, I believe the most important issue is in regards 
to school finance (Robin Hood/Recapture and ASTAR/Hold Harmless).  We choose to live in 
Plano and pay the property taxes because we know PISD is a wonderful school district. I 
understand it is difficult for some of the poorest communities in Texas to properly fund their 
schools.  So then perhaps having a "one size fits all" graduation path (which is another legislative 
topic) doesn't makes sense for a state the size of Texas. 
 
4. Demographically, Plano is changing. What are the challenges and opportunities this 

brings to the district?  What would you propose the district do to capitalize on these 
challenges and opportunities? 

 
Fortunately, Plano's population is not greying as fast as in other parts of the state or the country. 
I love how ethnically diverse Plano is. But as our community continues to become more diverse, 
challenges arise with children entering the schools where English is not their first language.  This 
creates additional costs as resources must be diverted to get the English Language Learners up to 



grade level in mainstream classes.  That said, I would like to find ways to harness this wealth of 
different cultures in Plano to help our children be better prepared in the global workforce after 
they graduate. 
 

5. If the legislature fails to provide additional funding or decreases funding for public 
education this year, first, how would you propose that the district raise the dollars 
necessary to provide an excellent education? Second: What programs, personnel or 
activities would you propose that the district cut? 

 
Because of state law, there are few alternative methods to raise school funds outside of property 
taxes and funds received from the state and federal government. I know this will probably be a 
very unpopular position, but I would prefer to see things like extracurricular sports cut from the 
school budget before academics.  This is not easy for me to say as I played youth hockey for 15+ 
years. But survey after survey shows American children are falling behind the rest of the world 
in core classes.  If something has to give, the last things to go must be the fundamentals of any 
basic education (reading, math and science). 
	  

	  


