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1. List your involvement in any school, civic, faith-based or volunteer organizations. What 
do you believe has been your greatest achievement in these organizations? What have 
you learned from your involvement?  

 
• Plano ISD Trustee, Place 2, 2010 to present 
• PISD Board Liaison 

o City of Murphy 2010 to present,  
o Plano Chamber of Commerce 2012-2013,  
o Plano Council of PTA 2010-2011,  
o Audit committee 2010. 

• Leadership TASB (Texas Association of School Boards) class of 2013.  
• Leadership Plano Class 28.  
• PTA member 2000 to present;  

o Hunt Elementary PTA Treasurer, 2005-2007. 2010 
o Hunt Elementary PTA President, 2007-2009 
o Murphy Middle School VP of Volunteers, 2010-2011  
o EastSide Cares 2010, 2011 

• SBIC member  
o Murphy Middle School  2009-2012 
o Hunt Elementary School 2007-2009 

• PESH Orchestra Volunteer.  
• Plano Rotary International and a Paul Harris Fellow 2010 to present;  

o Soap Box Derby 2012  
o Hendrick Golf Tournament Volunteer 2010 to present 
o Holiday Party Chair 2012 

• National Charity League’s Golden Corridor Chapter;  
o Membership 2011, philanthropy 2012 

• Conner Harrington Republican Women 2011 to present;  
o Assistant legislative Chair 2013,  
o July 4th Chair 2012, 2013 

• Christ United Methodist Church 
o Sanctuary Choir 1995 to present   
o Sanctuary Choir Co-President 2010 
o Sunday School Teacher, 2007 to 2009 

• Murphy Chamber of Commerce, 2007 to present 
• Sachse Chamber of Commerce, 1998 to present 
• Garland Symphony Orchestra Board Member, 2009 to present 

.  
I consider my greatest achievement in these organizations would be my development of 
strong relationships. My involvement in these various groups support what I had learned 
through my PTA service; that we have a strong, caring, inclusive community. When 
groups work together it’s amazing what is accomplished! 



 
 
2. What are the four top objectives or goals you would have as a trustee? 

 
1. Offering relevant choices in today’s world for all students that will help them succeed 

in life whether they are headed to the job market or continued education path. The 
current 4X4 degree program is not relevant to all students. Flexibility that the 4X4 
does not offer is needed to allow students to experience and discover what interests 
they have. 

2. Engaging and offering opportunities for the community to learn more about where we 
are and where the future of education is headed. PISD and other North Texas ISDs 
would continue to host events with education experts who would explain what 
challenges and opportunities are facing the education industry in preparing our 
students for the future. The school district and Board would present information 
explaining the challenges and opportunities that are relevant to the targeted audience 
such as local chambers, rotary, not for profits, PTAs or PISD families. These 
presentations would be included on our PISD website for easy access. 

3. Continue working with legislators and regional consortiums to develop better relevant 
accountability methods that will reflect an accurate picture of a campus or school 
district. For example, student populations’ performance presented based upon how 
long they have attended the current school district.  

4. Carefully analyze the budget and identify areas of cost savings and/or to develop 
creative ways to continue offering the current student demanded curriculum choices.  

 
 
3. What do you consider the top education-related legislative issues this year?  
 

1. Creating multiple pathways to graduation. 
2. Reducing the number of End of Course (EOC) exams 
3. Eliminating EOC 15% final grade requirement and cumulative score requirement 
4. Allowing Dual credit courses, IB, SAT and other assessment instruments to substitute for 

EOC based upon Commissioner Rules 
5. Creating a new accountability system  
6. Restoring the money the Legislators cut from the previous budget. (FYI It appears they 

will be restoring at least $1.5 billion to public education. The Senate Finance 
Subcommittee is considering changing the formula (increased funding but reducing 
ASATR –additional state aide for tax reduction) where we will only receive 
approximately .3% of what was cut. If the legislators restored funds as they were cut, 
PISD would receive $12 million more verses the approximate $3.3 million.) 

7. Allowing ISD’s opportunity to have a tax rate election allowing additional golden 
pennies to remain under local control.  

8. Restoring Pre Kindergarten funding. 
 
 
 
 



4. Demographically, Plano is changing. What are the challenges and opportunities this 
brings to the district? What would you propose the district do to capitalize on these 
challenges and opportunities?  
 
Depending on the family, the challenges the school district faces are mobility, primary language 
not being English, poverty, lack of parental involvement, and no community involvement. PISD 
encourages our low socio economic families and non English Speaking parents to look into 
PISD’s early childhood schools and/or programs such as the Plano Family Literacy Center. 
These students from these families on the average are not as prepared to start school in 
kindergarten and a pre k/daycare type environment helps them start on a more even playing field 
with their peers. The Plano Family Literacy Center’s mission is to “build healthy families by 
working with the entire family unit developing life skills, literacy skills and a strong commitment 
to family wholeness.” 
 
There is discussion among some legislators regarding restoring funding for pre kindergarten. 
Studies acknowledge that Pre K is worth the investment. As Senator Dan Patrick, Chairman of 
the Senate Education Committee stated, “Pre K is the biggest bang for the buck”. We should 
continue asking for the state to restore funding to Pre K.  Also, I would encourage the district to 
renew their effort in reaching out to the PTAs, Businesses and not for profit community for 
mentors or volunteers. I do believe that if we could increase our volunteer database PISD would 
be able help strengthen the bonds these new families will develop with our community therefore 
reducing the mobility rate and promoting a stronger, more inclusive community. 
 
5. If the legislature fails to provide additional funding or decreases funding for public 
education this year, first, how would you propose that the district raise the dollars 
necessary to provide an excellent education? Second: What programs, personnel or 
activities would you propose that the district cut?  
 
If the legislature cuts funding again, I would propose that the school district and the Board of 
Trustees actively engage the business community, chambers, not for profits, as well as the PISD 
families in raising revenue. Many families and businesses moved to the Plano ISD area due to 
the wonderful reputation of the school district. With the increases in healthcare costs, the 
legislators will have to face the fact that additional streams of revenue will be required. I am 
positive that our community will become strong partners in actively becoming involved in 
encouraging the legislators to invest in our students and our future. 
 
Responsibility lies with the Superintendent for preparing a budget that will best address funding. 
A trustee should ask questions to understand why certain curriculum, programs or staff members 
are being considered. Certainly, a trustee has the authority to suggest additional or different 
options such as viability for blended instructional approach, or having the class offered online, 
offering courses at fewer campuses, employee staffing requirements, seeking business donation 
to cover the costs, decreasing/increasing class sizes or pursuit of grant money availability. 
Ultimately, the majority of the Board will vote to approve the proposed budget. 
 
 

	  


